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HON MICHAEL MISCHIN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Commerce) [10.04 am]: Yesterday I had 
the pleasure of officially opening the 2016 Australasian Oil and Gas Exhibition and Conference at the 
Perth Convention Centre. The event was first staged in 1981—35 years ago—a remarkable achievement in an 
industry sector that is renowned for its cyclical fluctuation between peaks and troughs, and a tribute to not only 
the resilience of that industry but also the continuing importance of this event. Approximately 13 000 visitors are 
expected to visit the AOG exhibition and attend the conference and various networking events. I am pleased that 
several government members of this Parliament took the opportunity to attend and support this significant event 
in the industry’s calendar. This year the theme of the conference is “collaboration”. Leading oil and gas industry 
specialists from around the globe will be discussing the latest innovations that will drive the industry forward, 
including the Prelude floating liquefied natural gas development, which will be stationed off our north west coast 
in the not-too-distant future. 

At AOG yesterday, the National Energy Resource Australia—formerly known as the Oil and Gas and Energy 
Resources Growth Centre—was announced. NERA is one of five industry growth centres established by the 
commonwealth government in a $225 million investment in the nation’s growth industries. I am proud to say 
that NERA, headed by Mr Ken Fitzpatrick, will be headquartered in Perth and co-located with the 
Western Australian Energy Research Alliance at Technology Park in Bentley. The establishment of the growth 
centre was strongly supported by the state government, and the location here is a great coup for 
Western Australia. These growth centres will guide businesses towards greater collaboration and skills 
development, and improve their competitiveness by enhancing their ability to engage with international markets 
and gain access to international supply chains. 

The year 2016 will be an important one for the Western Australian oil and gas services sector, with a number of 
major milestones set to be reached, and it is critical that events like AOG continue to receive Western Australian 
government and industry support. I am proud that the Department of Commerce is a major sponsor of the event 
and that 50 per cent of the 480 companies displaying their wares in the AOG exhibition are Western Australian-
based, with the remainder from around Australia and other leading oil and gas nations. The local exhibitors have 
been joined by companies from 24 different countries exhibiting at AOG this year, with a number of major 
international delegations from the United Kingdom, the United States of America, Belgium, Italy, China and 
Norway. 

On the subject of contributing to our economy, it would be remiss of me not to acknowledge the impact AOG 
has made for more than three decades. A survey undertaken after the completion of AOG 2015 found that 
participants at the exhibition and conference spent more than $31.5 million in Western Australia as a result of 
their participation in AOG. The survey also found that 14 per cent of the exhibitors surveyed had made 
investments in Western Australia as a result of AOG. I hope to be able to inform members in due course of 
similar benefits arising from this year’s event. 

The PRESIDENT: Are there further statements from ministers and parliamentary secretaries? The Minister for 
Commerce again! 
 

 [1] 


	AUSTRALASIAN OIL AND GAS EXHIBITION AND CONFERENCE
	Statement by Minister for Commerce


